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Batore jest kune do, before the Oak BB: What is the single-moest-important

land and Los Angelss years, belore The fighting principle you learned from Lee?
Green Hormnet and Enter the Dragon. GLOVER: Clese [in] on the guy, and get
there were the Seattie years, when Bruce [the fight] over with
Lee was merely a newcomer (o the Umited BB: Do you think that, if Lee nad learmned
States who still practiced the wing chun the enlire wing chun system belore ven
kung fu he had learned in Hong Kong. turing out on his own, he never would
Lee first taught privately, then later have so drastically changed his approach
opened a school in Seaftie, and it is to fighting?
Jesse Glover who is widely considered GLOVER: No, | don't think that learning
the "Dragon’s” first student. The two be- the whole [wing chun] system would have
came close friends, and Glover devel- made much difference unless Bruce had
oped into a strong and talented kung fu stayed in Hong Kong. It was the size of
stylist. In this rare interview, purportediy the people in the United States, the lack
Glover's first with a martial arts publica- of instruction, and his desire to surpass
tion, he reminisces about his training with MCCt his seniors that made him change his
the legendary Lee and recalls some of approach to fighting. People have to real-
their more memorable moments together, Bruce lee’s ize that the brand of wing chun that Bruce
including the day Bruce got into a fight found most useful were the techniques
with a karate practitioner. —Ed, - " : that the leading fighters in the [wing chun
5 F lrSt Stlldellt cl;n actuallynt?se?j in fights. ! ]
BLACKBELT: Where did your train. BB: Do you think if Lee were alive, he

would approve of all the additions people
have made 0 his system of jeet kune
do?
GLOVER: Well, in my mind, Bruce
was jeet kune do. | have never seen
anyone eise who could move like
him. If anyone can do jeet kune do,
it's Howarc Williams from the Oak-
land (California) period. Howard
trained under Bruce and James
Lee when he was a teenager,
and jeet kune do is all that he
has done. He has good re-
flexes and is a powerful man.
He can make Bruce's stuft
work. There arent many who can.

ing sessions with Bruce Loe lake
place?

JESSE GLOVER: When |
learned from Bruce, it was
during practice sessions on
street corners, at school, in
movie theaters during inter-
mission, and in my living
room.

BB: Whatdid Lee teach you
the first time you practiced
together?

GLOVER: The first night of my
training, | began to learn the first
wing chun [kung fu] form and chi sac
[sticking-hands exercise). In the days
that followed, | learned many things from BB: Is there still a iot of interest in Lee’'s
other systems as Bruce experimented original teachings, or have they been
with different attacks and defenses. When forgotten in favor of his jeet kune do?
Bruce opened his school [in Seattle], he , g GLOVER: | think there is an increasing
was teaching and not experimenting. Few - es&c Glover interest in what Bruce did during his early
of his students ever did chi sao or a lot of years but, clearly, jeet kune do is very

the other things that | did during the first Rec aus popular. What | learned from Bruce is not
few months that | knew him. what he taught in formal classes. [Se-
BB: Did Lee teach avariety of martial aris pt attle-based instructor] Taky Kimurais the
at the Seattle school? H 1S Da’y’s expert on what Bruce taughtin his formal
GLOVER: You have 10 understand that, classes after the criginal group had bro
in the beginning, it was Bruce's plan o yo ken up. | don't know what Taky teaches,
teach different forms to different students W 1 t ll [hC but I'm sure that it is exactly what Bruce
to show the vastness of Chinese kung fu. taught him.

Much of the material that people learned ¢6 D L) BB: What did you think about the recent
in class was directed toward this goal. r ag()ll film Dragon: The Bruce Lee Story?
Outside of a few basic techniques like a GLOVER: Not much, | didn't think it had
slap block, backfist, straight punch, "pea- Interview by Paul Bax much to do with Bruce and his [martial
cock eye,” low kick and chop choy, most — artg] development. Bruce was a great
of what the students learned were forms. martial artist wnho put his stuff together
BB: Was Lee disappointed when ycu step by step. The movie didn't show this
stopped training at the school? aspect at all. The fight scenes looked like
GLOVER: | don't know. All | know is, something out of a Jackie Chan movie.
whenever | came around [the school}, he Bruce would have never done stuff like
was always friendly. He showed me what that. He never would have stood up and
he was doing in terms of kung fu, and openly challenged people like they had

talked about the direction of his progress. him de in the movie. The time frame and



alzo all
wrong | he mowvie had
1 Hong Kong in
1961 | was
min [Se
1959 The
aestaurant neve
place. Bruc
wasn'l poor In wasn't
the oldest ar only son
and his mother s still
alive. | think Bruce
would have found this
movie portrayal very
nsuiing
BB: You, ol course.
heard about the tragic
death of Lee's son,
Brandon, last year on
a movie set. Did you
know Brandon at all?
GLOVER: | met Bran
don when he was only
a few months old
There wasn't any real

wethings were

-;-;'Hl'-lg

vattle in]

connection there, ex- o
cept that he was : -
Bruce's son. | was tol =

lowing his develop
ment as an acter, and g
I thought that he was
improving with each
picture. | am sure that
he would have contin
uved to develop into a first-rate actor. |
thought that he had a great sense of
humor and wit. It s too bad that he ced sC
young. | salute his mother [Linda Lee
Cadwell] in the face of such adversdy No
one should have to endure two
devastating blows in cne lifetime

BB: What co you think about the theones
that a censpiracy was involved in the
deaths of Bruce and Brandon Ler?
GLOVER: | think there has neen a protty
thorough investigation into it. [Brandon's
death| was just a tluke. These Kinds of
things have nappened betore

such

and whe

ever they have. somecne has always
ined o make something out of it when il

involved a lamous person. There are al
ways people who want to
spiracy theories

pelieve In con

BB;: When was the iast time you saw
Bruce Lee alive?
GLOVER: It must have peen 1965 o

1966. It was either at his birthaay party, or
when he brought Brandon over o my
house Bruce andlspent most
N he dasem

ottheume

al his pany ent talking. He

Martial arts class members,
including Jesse Glover (back row,
fifth from left), pose with Bruce Lee
(back row, sixth from left) in a photo
from the 1960s
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Bruce Lee (above), attired in traditional
kung fu garb, conducts wing chun forms
training in a Sealtle parking lot

1old me z2bout his fight with Wong Jak
Man, and his new training 1deas. He 1oid
me that, afler the fight, he had staried to
incorporategroadwork more lootwork, and
more kickng into tus ighting method

o

t Ut W 4
Ry » fan | es
ughi a Karal
{ Seattie D
y et that
hght ¢

GLOVER: This quy
wis always showing
JO Al our demonrstra
Hons at Ecison Tech

dal Schoo! Dunng

ot gemonstration
Diuce saig that sofl
dyles Ol xung fu were

NSICerec 1o be bet

lor 1nan naic styles

Ne Karae man ook
cliense 1o Bruce s
staleent, and he

Duges @ campaign !

haght hun Often he
woult scowl at Bruce
WOoom
at times

aGi1ossthe lunct
and a couple

entone ol iscro

AS sevel
al slucdents 1
thougnthathe should
hght 1ne karate man,
anc they all 1old him
that he should ignore

! ‘(ll’t

the guy [hen one

day Bruce caught me

comiIng Cu! u! Lldass dng ne talg me he
was going 1o ligint the guy  He wanted to
l\., I hum 00 the 1op Haor of the school
but | talked  nlo highting at the dowr

own YMCA | nere wete sevenpet e at

the hight Biuce the karate man, Ed Han
Howard HMall Masalusa Kimura

change saant o Japanj,

(an ex

anolner

IS e g,
oAb r S



exchange student whose name | didn’t
know, and me. | was the reteree. The
rules of the fight were: three two-minute
rounds. and it a guy got knocked down,
that would end the round. If one person
couldn’tcontinue, the other person would
end the fight. Bruce wanted to go all oul,
but | convinced him that he might kill hus
opponent. So he agreed o only use his
fists and feet. The karale man began the
fight in a classical karate stance, bul
switched to a “cat” stance. Bruce was
standing in a classical wing chun stance
The karate man threw a front kick, anc
Bruce blocked it with a forearm block. He
followed his block with a senes of straight
punches, which drove the man across
the room. When the man ran into the
wall, he tried to grab Bruce, but Bruce
spun and hit him with a double punch 10
the chestand head. The guy flew through
the air, and Bruce chased him Bruce
threw a kick the instant the karate man's

Josse Glover and a bespectacled Bruce
Lee conduct an impromptu training
session (1&2) in the living room in these
rare photos.

knee louched the floor. | yelled for them
to stop, and the karate man fell back
unconscious on the floor, He took a long
Lme 10 regain consciousness, and for a
ame, | thought he was dead. The left side
of his tace looked like it had been hit by
bats. Later we found oul his
skull was cracked all aroung the eye
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BB: What did the karate slylist do after

the fight?

GLOVER: He tried to become Bruce's

personal student, but Bruce toid him that

he would have to practice in class hke

everyone else. [Apparently|. the guy dd

come o class for a while. wasn't attenac-
g class at this time, so I don't know. | do
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SAMURALSWORDS

AUIHENTIC'RLH A DAISHO with TEMPERED STFFL BLADES
All of our Samural Swords have blades of high-qualty, tempered
stainless steel (not metal alloy or cast anc) with & Hoc<wel
hardness of C48-50. The sword blades have "cloud pattern”
temper line (HAMON) etched along the cutting ecge
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JAPANESE WWII DFFICER'S SWORD. Metal olive-drab scab-
bard with scabbard latch, brass hilt, traditional nulitary fitings
I BT TR R AR e L S $310. PPD

Tsuba depicts
sacred crane with
spread wings signifying long life and
good fortune after the fable “A Crane Lives
A Thousand Years.” %_220 {Katana! 414

05-230 |Wakizashi) 28'4%

_$180. rro
 $160. pPD

BLUE
DAISHO
Hilts of imitation ray skin overfaid vath blue Lraid with
Menuki. Tsuba has silver embossed desian Blue marhle

pr

mock scabbard. Katana sword length: 41-1/4", Wakizashi
sword length: 28-1/4" 05-120 (Katanal $180. PrD
05121 (Wakizashi) . S160. ppPD

The traditional straight sword fea-
twres a square hand guard (TSUBA|
black matte, mock leather scabbard
Lgth: 34.5", Blade: 24.5%, Wt: 2.8 Ibs
05-371 Stainless Blade..... $190. pro
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Wlth Jes sie Glover

Bruce Lee often practiced the sticking hands exercise while
| blindfolded (1) to heighten his sensilivity skills. His first formal
' training in wing chun came from noted Hong Kong-based
instructor Yip Man, who practices (2) sticking hands here with
Bruce.

‘ —— — - - —
xnow that when Bruce told me aboul this
become a student, he didnt trust fum.

B88B: How do you feel about all the pecple today who cla
teach Bruce Lee’s concepts?

GLOVER: | don't know exactly what they ¢
that, without the development ot ade
ane can fight with [just] concepts
cepts Bruce advocated laterin his
development of some very practical physica
could punch hard, kick hard and move very quickly,
thing that made him so effective was the

guy wanhng 1o
m o
equale phys:ical skiis, no

‘t": techn qQuas

e wereg based onthe

dng con-
parly

Bruce
but the
fact that he

skills

wis a

| natural counter-mover. He cou'd pick up lan opponent’s]
notential movement before it happenad. Many of his ad-
vanced concepts were based on hus type of detection, The
question 15: How much of Im .lm King at this stage of ms

development s transferable 10 the average porson” b
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